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Alfred Fouillee, a distinguished scholar, devoted several books
to the problem of national character and in particular to that of
France.1 He assumes a strong influence of temperament and
climate ^on the national character, a view which has maintained
its credit in France much more than in other countries. The
author comes to the conclusion " that it is the France of 1789
which, in spite of her errors, faults and reverses will finally prove
right". Gustave Le Bon, on the contrary, has developed a
theory of mass-psychology which is decidedly anti-democratic and
he has also emphasized the importance of race.2 His very pessi-
mistic description of mass-mentality was obviously moulded by
certain epochs of the French Revolution.
The most important representatives of modern French nation-
alism were Maurice Barres and Charles Maurras. Barres was a
brilliant novelist and also took part in politics.3 He began his
career as a cosmopolitan, aestheticist and extreme individualist,
and was deeply influenced by German philosophy and art. The
Boulanger crisis and the rise of nationalism in Germany wakened
his latent national sentiment and he tried to elaborate a doctrine
of nationalism which should serve as a creed for a movement aim-
ing at the establishment of a dictatorship. His later writings are
marked by hatred of parliamentarism and democracy, dislike of
Germany, foreigners, Jews and Protestants, longing for the re-in-
corporation of Alsace-Lorraine and a refined chauvinism in
general. The motto of his nationalism was : The dead and the
soil. Bands' thought owed much to the German romanticists
and was mainly of the romantic type, though he declared classic-
ism as the true French tradition. His idol was Napoleon and he
exalted France's great military traditions, but did not advocate
a policy of aggression. Before the last war he had some influence
on the younger generation of intellectuals. But his romantic
aestheticism had no appeal to the masses and his nationalism was
mainly an attempt to escape the menace of anarchy and nihilism
implied in his own extreme subjectivism.
Charles Maurras developed a doctrine which he called
" integral nationalism " and which became the programme of
1  Cf. Alfred Fouilee, Psyctohgie du peuple Frangois, 1898 ; DM& modern* fa <bvit m
France, en Angleterre et- en Allemagne; La France tat point de w* moral; PyMogfg des
peuples Europe'ew.
2 As to Le Bon, cf. p, 16 of this book,                                            .        .
8 Cf. a more detailed exposition of Barres's views in my book Jfatwalgeist md
Politik, p. 295 ; M. Barres, Seines et doctrines du nationalism, 2 vols.; Sylvia King,
M. Barres. 1933 ; E. Curtius, Barres, 1921. For a criticism of Barres, Maurras and
other nationalists cf. D. Parodi, Traditionalism* et dtmocrafe, 1909; Georges Guy-
Grand, La philosophie nationaliste, 1911.